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Subpart B—Component Elements
of the Certification Process

§ 240.101 Certification program re-
quired.

(a) After September 17, 1991, each
railroad in operation on that date and
subject to this part shall have in effect
a written program for certifying the
qualifications of locomotive engineers.

(b) A railroad commencing oper-
ations after September 17, 1991, shall
have such a program in effect prior to
commencing operations.

(c) After the pertinent date specified
in paragraph (e), (f), or (g) of § 240.201,
each railroad shall have a certification
program approved in accordance with
§ 240.103 that includes:

(1) A procedure for designating any
person it determines to be qualified as
a supervisor of locomotive engineers
that complies with the criteria estab-
lished in § 240.105;

(2) A designation of the classes of
service that it determines will be used
in compliance with the criteria estab-
lished in § 240.107;

(3) A procedure for evaluating prior
safety conduct that complies with the
criteria established in § 240.109;

(4) A procedure for evaluating visual
and hearing acuity that complies with
the criteria established in § 240.121;

(5) A procedure for training that
complies with the criteria established
in § 240.123;

(6) A procedure for knowledge testing
that complies with the criteria estab-
lished in § 240.125;

(7) A procedure for skill performance
testing that complies with the criteria
established in § 240.127; and

(8) A procedure for monitoring oper-
ational performance that complies
with the criteria established in
§ 240.129.

§ 240.103 Approval of design of individ-
ual railroad programs by FRA.

(a) Each railroad shall submit its
written program and a description of
how its program conforms to the spe-
cific requirements of this part in ac-
cordance with the procedures con-
tained in appendix B and the following
schedule:

(1) A Class I railroad (including Na-
tional Railroad Passenger Corporation)

and a railroad providing commuter
service shall submit no later than No-
vember 15, 1991;

(2) A Class II railroad shall submit no
later than May 1, 1992; and

(3) A Class III railroad (including a
switching and terminal railroad or any
other railroad not otherwise classified)
shall submit no later than November 1,
1992.

(4) A railroad commencing operations
after the pertinent date previously
specified in this paragraph shall submit
its certification program for approval
at least 60 days before commencing op-
erations.

(b) That submission shall state the
railroad’s election either:

(1) To accept responsibility for the
training of student engineers and
thereby obtain authority for that rail-
road to initially certify a person as an
engineer in an appropriate class of
service, or

(2) To recertify only engineers pre-
viously certified by other railroads.
A railroad that elects to accept respon-
sibility for the training of student en-
gineers shall state in its submission
whether it will conduct the training
program or employ a training program
conducted by some other entity on its
behalf but adopted and ratified by that
railroad.

(c) A railroad’s program is considered
approved and may be implemented
thirty days after the required filing
date (or the actual filing date) unless
the Administrator notifies the railroad
in writing that the program does not
conform to the criteria set forth in this
part.

(1) If the Administrator determines
that the program does not conform, the
Administrator will inform the railroad
of the specific deficiencies.

(2) If the Administrator informs the
railroad of deficiencies more than 30
days after the initial filing date, the
original program may remain in effect
until 30 days after approval of the re-
vised program is received.

(d) A railroad shall resubmit its pro-
gram within 30 days after the date of
such notice of deficiencies. A failure to
resubmit the program with the nec-
essary revisions will be considered a
failure to implement a program under
this part.
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(1) The Administrator will inform the
railroad in writing whether its revised
program conforms with this part.

(2) If the program does not conform,
the railroad shall resubmit its pro-
gram.

(e) A railroad that intends to materi-
ally modify its program after receiving
initial FRA approval shall submit a de-
scription of how it intends to modify
the program in conformity with the
specific requirements of this part at
least 30 days prior to implementing
such a change.

(1) A modification is material if it
would affect the program’s conform-
ance with this part.

(2) The modification submission shall
contain a description that conforms
with the pertinent portion of the proce-
dures contained in appendix B.

(3) The modification submission will
be handled in accordance with the pro-
cedures of paragraphs (c) and (d) of this
section as though it were a new pro-
gram.

§ 240.105 Criteria for selection of des-
ignated supervisors of locomotive
engineers.

(a) Each railroad’s program shall in-
clude criteria and procedures for imple-
menting this section.

(b) The railroad shall examine any
person it is considering for qualifica-
tion as a supervisor of locomotive engi-
neers to determine that he or she:

(1) Knows and understands the re-
quirements of this part;

(2) Can appropriately test and evalu-
ate the knowledge and skills of loco-
motive engineers;

(3) Has the necessary supervisory ex-
perience to prescribe appropriate reme-
dial action for any noted deficiencies
in the training, knowledge or skills of
a person seeking to obtain or retain
certification; and

(4) Is a certified engineer.

§ 240.107 Criteria for designation of
classes of service.

(a) Each railroad’s program shall
state which of the three classes of serv-
ice, provided for in paragraph (b) of
this section, that it will cover.

(b) A railroad may issue certificates
for any or all of the following classes of
service:

(1) Train service engineers,
(2) Locomotive servicing engineers,

and
(3) Student engineers.
(c) The following operational con-

straints apply to each class of service:
(1) Train service engineers may oper-

ate locomotives singly or in multiples
and may move them with or without
cars coupled to them;

(2) Locomotive servicing engineers
may operate locomotives singly or in
multiples but may not move them with
cars coupled to them; and

(3) Student engineers may operate
only under direct and immediate super-
vision of an instructor engineer.

(d) Each railroad is authorized to im-
pose additional conditions or oper-
ational restrictions on the service an
engineer may perform beyond those
identified in this section provided
those conditions or restrictions are not
inconsistent with this part.

§ 240.109 General criteria for eligi-
bility based on prior safety conduct.

(a) Each railroad’s program shall in-
clude criteria and procedures to imple-
ment this section.

(b) A railroad shall evaluate the prior
safety conduct of any person it is con-
sidering for qualification as a loco-
motive engineer and the program shall
require that a person is ineligible if the
person has an adverse record of prior
safety conduct as provided for in
§ 240.115, § 240.117, or § 240.119.

(c) The program shall require evalua-
tion of data which reflect the person’s
prior safety conduct as a railroad em-
ployee and the person’s prior safety
conduct as an operator of a motor vehi-
cle, provided that there is relevant
prior conduct. The information to be
evaluated shall include:

(1) The relevant data furnished from
the evaluating railroad’s own records,
if the person was previously an em-
ployee of that railroad;

(2) The relevant data furnished by
any other railroad formerly employing
the person; and

(3) The relevant data furnished by
any governmental agency with perti-
nent motor vehicle driving records.
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